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A DEPLORABLE INCIDENT

As Sardar Vallabhbhai was leaving Sevagram the
other day he told me of a dacoity in a home in Kheda
District. Armed dacoits entered the house, belaboured the
inmates, and escaped with the loot. The story was heart-
rending. What should I do under similar circumstances,
I thought to myself. What should Congressmen do in the
circumstances was the next thought; and since then the
train of thought arising from the dacoity has taken posses-
sion of me. The Congress has been working continuously
since 1920 under the policy of non-violence. The province
of Gujarat has also had the advantage of a leader of the
Sardar's calibre. And yet daring dacoities can take place.
How far then can Congress influence be said to have pene-
trated? People imagine that, if the British Government
were to cease to function today, it would be the non-
violent Congressmen who would automatically take over.
But it is not so. I have been working to this end for the last
twenty years, but my dream has not materialized. For the
Congress has not had a living faith in the very means which
it adopted in 1920. Therefore the non-violence of the Con-
gress has really been non-violence of the weak. But govern-
ments can only be run by the strong. And a non-violent
government can only be run by those who believe that non-
violence is the mightiest force on earth. If we had had this
strength, there would be no Hindu-Muslim riots, there
would be no robbers or dacoits. Some might say that for
such strength you need either a Jesus or a Buddha. But this
is not so. Neither Jesus nor Buddha tried non-violence in
the political sphere, or it would be truer to say that the
present day type of politics did not exist in their day. The
Congress experiment is, therefore, a new one. The tragedy
is that Congressmen have not tried it with full faith, full
understanding and sincerity. If they had had these three
essential qualities, the Congress would today have been
far taller than it is. But I may not cry over spilt milk. I
refer to the past only in order to guide us in the present. Even
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